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Conservation of Man Power and Materials 





Dominate Meeting of the Executive Com- 
mittee National Council of Shoe 
and Leather Service 





PHILADELPHIA, May 7—Under 
call of President A. C. McGowin the 
National Council of Shoe & Leather 
Service, leading merchants and manu- 
facturers, met at the Union League 
Club to consider further recommenda- 
tion for the conservation of man power 
and materials. The excellent work ac- 
complished in the day’s sessions made 
the basis of a report to the Commer- 
cial Economy Board to the National 
Council of Defense, along the lines of 
further restriction and regulation for 
the spring and summer of 1918. 

The topics discussed were standard 
colors, heights of shoes, patterns and 
the utilization of small cutting skins, 
lasts, boot samples, sample trunks and 
transportation, sample pairs, patent 
leather, fibre sole, low shoes, and 
woven labels. Each distinct subject 
was considered and put to the vote, the 
whcle summing up of what the mer- 
chant and manufacturer thought 
would be the patriotic attitude of the 
industry towards a~ conservation of 
man power and materials. 

Tnasmuch as recommendations were 

uply suggestions to the Commercial 
Economy Board no extended publicity 
is given, for they are subject to altera- 
tion. Those present at Philadelphia 
were: (Representing the retail shoe 
merchant) A. C. McGowin, J. Slater, 
C. K. Chisholm, J. P. Orr, H. B. 
Scates, A. H. Geuting, D. F. Sullivan, 
J. Goldberg, C. H. Thompson, C. H. 
Wolfelt, W. W. Willson, M. G. Har- 
per and Sam Frank$ (representing the 
shoe manufacturers) Frank R. Briggs, 
Henry W. Cook, Walter Hallahan, By- 
ron F, Woodbury, J. F. McKeon. 
CONFERENCE IN 

WASHINGTON 

WASHINGTON, May 8—Follow- 
* ing the meeting at Philadelphia nine of 
the executives in attendance went to 
Washington to appear before Prof. M. 


- 


P. Copeland and C. F. C. Stout to con- 
sider regulation of leather and foot- 
wear for spring, 1919. The session 
was executive and was the most im- 
portant meeting on regulations and 
restrictions held to date. 


Now Given Mandatory Powers 


The shoe and leather men learned 
that the Commercial Economy Board’s 
duties were to be merged into the con- 
servation branch of the War Industries 
Board and that the War Industries 
Board was given mandatory powers to 
fulfill regulations promulgated. Here- 
tofore the Commercial Economy Board 
served a co-operative purpose and sug- 
gested regulations but had no power 
to enforce them. In the sessions sub- 
jects of further color regulation were 
considered, the regulation of returns, 
the utility of scratched and branded 
soles rejected by the Government, and 
the civilian use of soles up to 8% iron. 
The tremendous needs of the Govern- 
ment for prime sole leather of weights 
above 8% iron were explained to the 
Executive Committee members pres- 
ent and it is anticipated that some 
regulation will be made for spring, 
1919, wherein black shoes will have 
black bottoms and tan shoes tan bot- 
toms to conserve factory labor and to 
fnake inferior grades of sole leather 


_ available for sale. 


A schedule will shortly be sent to 
the manufacturers at which time a fur- 
ther report as to regulations for 
spring, 1919; will be given. 


In addition to the men who came 
from Philadelphia the Washington 
meeting was attended by John S. Kent, 
president of the National Boot and 
Shoe Manufacturers’ Association, Cecil 
Q. Adams, W. H. Merrill, Charles 
Vaughan, H. B. Canby, Arthur Burt, 
Joseph Strasburgher and Fred Stew- 
art. Also in attendance at both the 
Philadelphia and Washington meetings 


were James H. Stone, Editor Shoe Re- 
tailer, and Arthur D. Anderson, Editor 
“Boot and Shoe Recorder.” 


PLANS FOR FIFTH 
ROCHESTER STYLE SHOW 


ROCHESTER, N. Y.— Plans are 
being rapidly completed for the Fifth 
Rochester Style Show, to be held at 
Powers Hotel, on July 8-13. It will 
be given under the auspices of the 
Rochester Association of Traveling 
Shoe Salesmen, and is the first of its 
kind to be held in the United States. 
Rochester manufacturers will show 
many exhibits of men’s, women’s and 
children’s shoes, and there will be some 
from cities as far west as Milwaukee 
and as far south as Lynchburg, as well 
as from New York, Boston, Lynn, and 
other Eastern centers, embracing not 
only shoes, but leathers, lasts “and 
findings. 

The Executive Committee are: Mer- 
leau C. Smith, chairman; Harry M. 
Joy, treasurer; Harry A. Chase, sec- 
retary; G. A. Schaub, F. J. Le Pine, 
J. E. Blythe, A. J. Peck, J. H. Mulli- 
gan, F. S. Brill and C. B. Rowley. 


D. H. NAPIER IN 
ARMY SERVICE 


OMAHA, Neb.—D. H. Napier, oper- 
ating jointly with his brother, F. 
Napier, the Napier Bootery, has been 
called into the army under the selective 
draft, and is now in training at Camp 
Funston. E. Napier, another 
brother, is already in France in the 
Medical Corps, and F. W. Napier will 
remain in Omaha to manage the 
business. “s 


R. I. MERCHANTS 
‘IN FINAL MEETING 
PROVIDENCE, R. I.— The last 
meeting of the season of the Rhode 
Island Shoe Retailers’ Association was 
held May 7 in the store of Thos. F. 
Peirce & Son. Plans were made for 
the annual outing, and members en- 
joyed an address by Charles Thurston 
of the Evening Tribune on the art of 
making newspapers, with particular 
reference to the composition of shoe 
advertising. 
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PRICE FIXING ON HIDES TO BE 
FOLLOWED BY PRICE FIXING 


ON LEATHER 





Establishing a Base for Prices for Three 
Months Most Important Regulation to Date 





WASHINGTON, D. C.—After 
thorough research a conference with 
cattle men, hide and skin importers, 
packers, country hide dealers, hide 
brokers and the food administration, 
the price fixing committee have adopted 
a schedule of maximum prices as they 
affect present stocks of domestic hides 
and skins and the kill for the months 
of May, June and July. The prices 
named on the kill for May, June and 
July are slightly higher than the value 
placed on present stocks, and yet they 
are considered reasonable. 

These schedules apply to domestic 
hides and skins, and the Government 
through its licensing system has. full 
control over all imported hides and 
skins. The price fixing committee has 
fixed maximum prices until July 31 on 
hides and skins similar to those pro- 
duced in this.country at the same price 
fixed for our domestic produce. 

Just prior to the expiration of the 
present agreement, which is in effect 
until July 1, 1918, meetings will be 
called for the purpose of considering 
the situation at that time with a further 
view of fixing maximum prices for the 
following period. 

On Friday, May 10, a combined 
meeting of upper leather tanners was 
held at the Hotel Statler, Buffalo, to 
recommend maximum prices on calf 
and kid and side upper leathers, so 
that the same could be sent to the War 
Industries Board. The tanners of the 
country had authoritative representa- 
tives present so that a definite decision 
could be reached at that meeting. By 

rice fixing on leather it is hoped that 
eather products will reach the con- 
sumer at a fair price. This final re- 
port is to be submitted in Washington 
by the chairman of the executive 
groups of the Tanners’ Association on 
May 13. All of the figures submitted 
will be subject to revision by the Fed- 
eral Trade Commission. The domestic 
schedules are as follows: 


Packer Hides 


Maximum Prices on Present Stock and Take-off up to 
and Including April 30, 1918. 

Per lb. 

Heavy Native Steers, No. 1......... 29 «c. 
Light Native Steers, No. 1.......... 28 oc. 
Heavy Butt Branded Steers, No. 1.... 26¥c. 
Light Butt Branded Steers, No. 1.... 25%c. 








Heavy Colorado Steers, No. 1.......-. 25%c. 
Light Colorado Steers, No. 1...... 24%. 
Heavy Texas Steers, No. 1.o....+.+++ 29 «. 
Light Texas Steers, No. 1.... me. & 
Extreme Texas Steers, No. oe 
Branded Cows, Nov 1...... . 18%c. 
Heavy Native Cows, No. 1.. . 24 

Light Native Cows, No. 1. 21 





Native Bulle... ccccccccccctesceces 


c 
> on c. 
Extreme Light Native Steers, No. 1.. 2 € 
c. 
ee BO Re 18 c¢ 


Packer Hides 


Maximum Prices for May, June and July Take-off, 1918. 
The prices named below shall apply to the best 
standard of packer hides, all other packer hides shall 
sell at relatively lower values: 
¥ Ib. 






Heavy Native Steers......... es ec 
Heavy Native Steers, spready. ca & 
Heavy Butts and Heavy Texa > 
Heavy Colorado Steers......... —~ 
Light Natives and Light Butts, Light 
Colorados and Light Texas Ic. per lb. 
under price for heavy. 
ES rar re a ¢ 
Extreme Light Natives..........-s+. 25 «. 
Heavy Native Cows........sseeeeee 30 cc. 
BAER WUOGO GOUE. 6c cc cccecscccese 26 cc. 
Extreme Light Texas..........++0+- 3S «. 
PER Bn occa ccccedessecesoesue 23 «c. 
a 2 errr rr tre 21 .¢. 
All Koshers “%c. discount. 
Kip Cee were ere eereereseesseseses 27% 
CEES Fe cckcccesncgscnncdes 26 cc. 
DE. Mc kcpnecctteeseeacsesane 23 «Oc. 
Calf Skins, Chicago and other large city 
CUR GE TONE COR c ccccc cvcccioecss 44 O66 
New York City Calf Skins 5/7 pounds $4.00 
7/9 ka 5.00 
—_— 6.00 
12/17 “ 7.00 
ie 7.50 


17/ 
Butter milk Calf 25 cents discount. 


Country Hides 


Maximum Prices on Present Stocks and Take-off to 
and Including April 30, 1918. 
Grubby Mostly or 
Long hair Practically 


Poor Season Free of Grubs’ 


Quality but—no men- 
tion for hair 
Country Hides for Best Sec- 

tions, such as Ohio and 

Middle West. 


Heavy Cows, 60 and up 18 19 
Buffs 45/60 18 19 
Extremes 25/45 19 21 
Heavy Steers 60 and up 20 21 
Light Steers 50/60 18 19 
Bulls, all weights 14 15 
Country Brands 15 15 
Kip 15/25 24 27 
Calf, outside city 37% 38% 
Calf, Country 34 35 
Light Calf 7/8 2.50 2.60 
acons 2.30 2.40 
(Usual reductions for 
No. 2’s in both hides 
and skins aside from 
selections of hides which 
are usually sold flat.) 
Southeastern Hides from 
Kentucky to Florida, 
Maryland to Mississippi 
and Eastern Louisiana 
Ticky 
-Buffs 45/60 or 45 and up 14 16 
Extremes 25/45 14 16 
Kips 15/25 14 15 
Calf 15 and down 24 24 
Free of Ticks 
Buffs 18 20 
Extremes 18% 20% 
ae 16% 17% 
Ca 31% 31% 





Southwestern Hides, from 
Texas, Okla., Ark., West- 
ern La. , 
Buffs 40 and up 14 18 ~-Flat 
Extremes 15/25 15 18 Flat 
Kips 16% 19 Flat 
Calf 24 24 ~=«*Filat 
New England Country Hides. 
Buffs 45 and up 16 17 Flat 
Extremes 25/45 18 19 Flat 
Heavy Steers 17 18 Flat 
Heavy Cows 16 17 =Flat 
Kip 15/25 23 24 = Fiat 


(New England Calf are 
trimmed. Price is pro- 
“vided for in stipulation 
regarding outside of 
New York City skins.) 


Pacific Coast Country Hides. 
30 Ibs. and up 
Country Native Bulls 
Country Branded Bulls 
Kip 15/30 
Calf, partly trimmed 
(Calf Prices are for 
California. Portland and 
Seattle are worth 32c.) a 


New York City Calf. 
S/7 $4.00 
7/9 5.00 
9/12 6.00 
12/17 7.00 
17/25 7.50 
Trimmed Cote, Pete sell by the piece, outside 
o 


ew York City.) 
3/7 $3.50 
00 


La Nom me ee 
— ON e 
WN me 
NPN 

PN 


Selected, 
Buttermilks of each 
grade 25c. each less, 


Chicago City and Similar First Salt City~Calf. 
: 44 selected 
Domestic Dry Western Hides. 
16 and up 35 
7/16 


39 
Calf : 45 
The above prices are on basis of domestic consump- 


on Country Hides 


Maximum prices for May, June and July Take-off 
1918—The prices named below on country domestic 
green salted and dry hides shall be based on carload 
lots point of shipment. 


Per Ib. 

E Cents 
Heavy Native Steers 28 Selected 
Heavy Native Cows 25% Selected 
Buffs—45 /60% r 
Extremes—25/45% § 2 Shoe 
Kips—Untrimmed 24 ~=Selected 
Northwestern Country Branded 16 Flat 

untry Native Bulls 17 


Country Branded Bulls 15 


Southwestern hides which include Louisiana, Texas, 
Oklahoma and Arkansas, the saarpent, Set price shall 
— exceed 1934c.; kips 21%c. flat for untrimmed; 
ca 

Southeastern hides, which include South Carolina, 
Georgia, Florida, Alabama, Mississippi, Tennessee, Ken- 
tucky, Virginia and North Carolina, ticky hides 1834c. 
flat; free of ticks, 21%4c. selected; kip, 21¥%c. flat; 
calf, 30c. flat 


New England Country 25 pounds up, 2ic. flat. 5 
Western and Southwestern domestic dry hides, 


kips, 39c. 


SHOES FOR “HEALTH 
WEEK” OBSERVANCES 


LYNN, Mass.—Health week will be 
observed in Lynn during the week of 
June 17. Whether this is just a local 
observance, or a part of a nation-wide 
campaign, is more than some members 
of the Lynn shoe trade know. How- 
ever, they do point out that if there is 
to be a “Health Week” in any city out- 
side of Lynn there is an opportunity 
for shoe merchants to develop sales of 


health shoes, not merely freak shoes 


of miscellaneous claims, but good and 
substantial footwear, the wearing of 
which helps to keep the feet comfort- 


able and the spirit as strong and as “ 


lively as the spirit of a healthy person 
should be. fines 
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SHOE MERCHANTS 
' MEET IN WASHINGTON 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—The mem- 
bers of the Washington Shoe Retailers’ 
Association met May 6, at the store 
of Robert Berberich’s Sons. Speakers 
at the meeting were unanimous that 
not only is Washington more prosper- 
ous than éver in its history, but that 
the wave of prosperity is here to stay. 
Stories were told of colored laborers 
paying $1.50 for white canvas spats 
“to keep in style,” and ladies’ maids 
paying $8, $10 and $12 for “dress 
shoes.” 


Taboos Rebates to Organizations 


The shoemen also endorsed the move 
inaugurated by the Merchants and 
Manufacturers’ Association tabooing 
rebates of all kinds, and the practice 
of some of the stores in continuing the 
practice of accepting purchase orders 
was condemned as unfair in that it gave 
practically an advantage to one class 
over another. These purchase orders 
are issued by certain organizations to 
people who cannot pay cash for their 
requirements, on stores who agree to 
accept the orders and allow a rebate 
to the issuing concern of-ten per cent. 
One shoe firm spent in this way $1/800 
for $18,000 business given it by one 
order concern. It was said that as high 
as $75,000 annually was spent in this 
manner by department stores and that 
the total of the business would approxi- 
mate $500,000. 

Mr. Berberich announced that he 
had been asked by the Distrigt Chap- 
ter of the American Red Cross to rep- 
resent the shoemen of the city in the 
Hundred Million Dollar Drive to be 
inaugurated throughout the country. 
He urged the trade to give liberally, 
and an informal canvass resulted in 
several pledges of $100 each. Letters 
are to be sent to all shoe merchants 
in the District of Columbia asking 
for checks to be made out to Henry 
B. F. Macfarland, chairman, the checks 
to be ready when the committee con- 
sisting of Joseph A. Berberich, Joseph 
Strasburger and Edwin Hahn calls at 
the stores. To start the ball rolling 
an appropriation from the Associa- 
tion’s treasury of $25 was made. 





SOUTHERN TRADE 


TO ORGANIZE = 





Memphis Meeting May 27-28 Im- 
portant to Southern Merchants 


The Memphis Shoe Retailers’ Asso- 
ciation -was pleased to welcome Mutual 
Field Secretary A, F. Sloane on April 
29 to organize a Tri-State Shoe Asso- 
ciation. The local called a meeting for 
that evening, which was held. at the 





Hotel Gayoso, when it was decided to 
form such an association, and have 
called a meeting to be held in Memphis 
May 27 and 28. a; 

The forming of this association will 
no doubt mean a great deal to the shoe 
men of this territory, as it is expected 
to interest all Southern states, and this 
should be an inspiration for the South- 
ern shoe men to fall in line with the 
National body. 

‘The following committees were ap- 
pointed: 

Arrangement Committee—T. W. 
Sherron, chairman; F. W. Stemmler, 
Ben Spears and Lee Frank. 

Publicity Committee—Reuben Stie- 
fel, chairman; C. D. McCrea, R. E. 
Caradine and A. F. Sloane, first sec- 
retary. 

Reception Committee—Harry Bux- 
baum, chairman; Robert Love, W. J. 
Stemmler, A. H. Meadors, Nashville, 
Tenn.; A. B. Poe, Little Rock, Ark., 
and Chas. Graves, Jackson, Miss. 

The local Association had lunch 
May 2 at the Chamber of Commerce 
to develop plans for the Association. 


PHILIPPINE SHOE TRADE 
FIGURES ANNOUNCED 

WASHINGTON, D. C. — Detailed 
figures of the imports and exports of 
the Philippine Islands for the past year 
are just available here at the Bureau 
of Insular Affairs, War Department. 

These figures show that in 1917 there 
were 602,999 pairs of shoes imported, 
valued at $912,296, as against 524,796 
pairs of shoes imported in 1916, valued 
at $672,709. 

Of these shoes 456,459 pairs were 
imported from the United States last 
year, valued at $877,396, as against 
403,123 pairs in 1916; valued at 
$645,851. 

In 1917 there were only 146,540 pairs 
of shoes, valued at $34,900, imported 
from all the other countries put to- 
gether, as against 121,673 pairs valued 
at $26,858 in 1916. 


TREASURER SERVING 
WITH FRENCH ARMY 


NASHVILLE, Tenn.—J. F. Jarman, 
treasurer of J. W. Carter & Co., Chi- 
cago and Nashville, is at the present 
time serving in France with the French 
Army, doing Y. M. C. A. work, and 
will be absent indefinitely. A. R. Rich- 
ards, formerly in charge of the South- 
ern credits of the Selz Schwab Shoe Co., 
is now office and credit manager for the 
company, and R. E. McLaughlin, who 





.during the lifetime of A. D. Brown 


was for many years in the Hamilton- 
Brown Shoe Co. as sales manager, has 
recently gone into J. W. Carter & Co. 
in charge of the sales. 


ARMY MAY SUPPLY 
OFFICERS’ FIELD BOOTS 

WASHINGTON, D. C.—While no 
definite announcement has been made, 
it is understood that the Shoe Division 
of the Quartermaster’s Department will 
purchase in the near future about 25,- 
000 pairs of officers’ field boots. It 
has not yet been settled, but there -is 
a possibility that rubber boots will be 
purchased also for officers. 

The field shoes are to be available 
for purchase at the Depot Quarter- 
masters’ in various parts of the country 
at cost. It is believed that this step 
is being taken because of the continual 
hammering in Congress that the officers 
are being overcharged for their boots 
and shoes. It is probable that later the 
officers will be able to purchase their 
other supplies in the same manner, 
namely, through “the Quartermaster’s 
Department. 


CHANGE IN NAVY 
SHOE ORDER 
WASHINGTON, D. C.—Announce- 
ment has been made by the Bureau of 
Supplies and Accounts, Navy. Depart- 
ment, in connection with their recent 
shoe awards, that the contract let to 
the Excelsior Shoe Company for 50,- 
000 pairs has been canceled at their 
own request, owing to a misunderstand- 
ing on the part of the shoe company on 
the alternate bid. The award for the 
extra 50,000 pairs has been made to 
Rossenwasser Brothers at the same 
price at which they were awarded. the 
other shoes. The change will save the 


navy about $10,000. al 


PIONEER OREGON 
MERCHANT DEAD 


PORTLAND, Ore.—Frederick Eg- 
gert, president of the Eggert-Young 
Company, pioneer shoe merchant and 
for 42 years a resident of Oregon, died 
in his apartments at the Mallory Hotel 
April 26. Mr. Eggert was 74 years of 
age. He was born near Milwaukee, 
Wis., May 30, 1843. 

In 1865 he established himself in the 
dry goods business, which he followed 
until 1876, when he came to the Pacific 
Coast. Mr. Eggert came to this ci 
and purchased the business of S. M. 
Barr, known as the Pacific Coast Boot 
& Shoe Store, the pioneer business 
house of its kind on the Pacific Coast, 

He leaves three brothers, Henry Eg- 
gert, of Lawrence, Kan.; Chris Eggert, 
of Hood River, and Charles F. Eggert, 
of Seattle. Mrs. Eggert, who survives 
her husband, is well known in Portland. 
She has been prominent in the activi- 
ties of women’s clubs and other organi- 
zations. 
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WAGE INCREASE 
FIGURES IN SHOE AND 
LEATHER TRADES 





Business Reflects City’s Prosperity 


WASHINGTON, D. C., The Bureau 
of Labor Statistics has just completed 
the employment figures in selected in- 
dustries for February of this year. In 
connection with wage increases for that 
month in the boot and shoe industry, 
the report says: 

“Thirteen plants report increases in 
wage rates. One plant reports an in- 
crease of 10 per cent to 75 per cent of 
its force; another an increase of 12% 
per cent to about 20 per cent of its 
force. One reports increases ranging 
from 10.2 per cent to 22.1 per cent 
to about 10 per cent of the employees. 
Seven plants report a “war increase” 
of 5 per cent to the entire’ force ex- 
cepting the superintendent, manager 
and foreman. One plant reports an in- 
crease of piecework prices, and two 
plants report increases, but make no 
statement as to the per cent of increase 
nor the number affected.” In connec- 
tion with increases in leather estab- 
lishments the report continues: 

“Five plants report increases in wage 
rates. One plant reports an increase 
of 10 per cent to all of the employees, 
while another reports a 5 per cent in- 
crease to the entire force. One reports 
an increase of 7 per cent to 10 per cent 
of its employees; another, an increase 
of 10 per cent to approximately 5 per 
cent of the force; and a third reports 
an increase of $3 per week to about 
25 per cent of its force.” 

There were 69 boot. and shoe man- 
ufacturers who reported for Febru- 
ary, 1917 and 1918. In February, 1917, 
there were 66,138 persons employed in 
the 69 factories, decreasing in the same 
month of this year to 61,092, or a de- 
crease of 7.6 per cent. The payroll 
also decreased from $951,523 in Feb- 
ruary, 1917, to $926,128 in February 
this year, or a decrease of 2.7 per cent. 

Thirty-five leather establishments 
reported for the same period. In these 
35 plants there were 19,312 persons 
employed in February, 1917, which de- 
creased in February of this year to 18, 
684 persons, or a decrease of 3.3 per 
cent. The payroll, on the other hand, 
increased from $293,153 last year to 
$312,208 in February of this year, or 
an increase of 6.5 per cent. 

The bureau also made comparisons 
for the months of January and Feb- 
ruary of this year. Sixty-nine boot 
and shoe factories reported for the two 
months. The figures show that in Jan- 
uary of this year there were 60,733 
persons employed in the 69 mills, as 
compated with 61,272 persons the fol- 
lowing month, which was an increase 





of 0.9 per cent. The payrolls, however, 
decreased from $947,849 in January to 
$928,473 in February, or a decrease 
of 2.1 per cent. 

There were 14,541 persons employed 


in 30 leather manufacturing establish- ~ 


ments in January of this year, decreas- 
ing slightly to 14,255 in February, or 
a decrease of 2 per cent. The payrolls 
decreased from $252,703 in January to 
$239,007 in February, showing a de- 
crease of 5.4 per cent. 


NEW YORK TRAVELERS 
TO ENTERTAIN 


To Meet at Bush Bldg., May 17 


NEW YORK CITY—The Boot 
and Shoe Travelers of New York are 
arranging to entertain their members 
and friends at the new Bush Build- 
ing, Friday afternoon, May 17th. 

The guest of honor will be Hudson 
Maxim, the inventor, also a member 
of the “War Board.” Music will be 
furnished by the Columbia Glee Club. 
In addition, there will be other good 
things such as Navy Band, pictures 
of war conditions illustrated on the 
screen, Lady Speaker, who has been 
“over there,” accompanied by four or 
five of the “Boys” from France as 
guests. 

The program, which is not yet com- 
plete, promises to be a good one. It 
is hoped to have Mr. John Hahan open 
the evening. 

Admission will be by card, which 
can be procured from Secretary S. A. 
McOmber, Bush Building, or from 
members of the Association. Ladies 
are invited. 


TO ORDEB 1,500,000 
P PERSHING 
BOOTS MONTHLY 











’ Probability Forecasted for Aug. 15, 


Affects Sole Leather Market 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—The Tan- 
ners’ Council has sent out the follow- 
ing communication to members of the 
sole leather group in connection with 
leather for the Pershing boots: 

“Under the recommendation of the 
sole leather group, the Hide and 
Leather Control Board has specified 





that in all of the “Pershing boots” (fol- — 


lowing the contracts. which are to be 
completed August 15) the sole leather 
shall be‘supplied in the form of bends. 
It is understood that after August 15 
about 1,500,000 pairs per month will 
be purchased. It is estimated by the 
quartermaster’s office that only two 
pairs of these shoes can be made from 
one bend. On this basis 750,000 bends 
per month will be required. At the 
meeting of the sole leather group held 


in this city on the 30th ultimo approxi- 
mately 400,000 bends per month were 
offered; therefore 350,000 more bends 
will be required monthly. This situa- 
tion is serious, and the problem very 
important. 

“A rough survey of the quantities 
of leather produced indicates that prac- 
tically all of the sole leather of suitable 
quality and weight tanned in the coun- 
try will be needed for this order. If 
the leather is needed the quartermaster 


will secure it, even if it is necessary to 


commandeer all stocks of leather in the 
country. The Tanners’ Council feels 
confident in stating to the office of the 
Qtartermaster General that the tanners 
will voluntarily provide the leather 
required.” 


PRACTIPEDIC COURSE 
OPENS IN BOSTON 





Beginning Monday morning, May 
13, the American School of Practi- 
pedics will open a two weeks’ season 
in the Banquet Room of the Hotel 
Brewster for the Boston and New 
England trade. This course has met 
with such great success in the cities 
already visited that the Eastern trade 
is co-operating in the movement which 
is making for greater knowledge and 
better training for themselves and 
their salespeople. The sessions will 
open at 9 a .m. and continue through 
the day and evening under the direc- 
tion of two of the school’s experts. 
TRADE CHARTS S 

° AND SAMPLES 





At Tanners’ Convention 


WASHINGTON, D. C., Arrange- 
ments are being completed here by of- 
ficials of the National Association of 
Tanners to have a complete exhibit at 
the Convention at Atlantic City of for- 
eign samples, including both leather 
and shoes. a 

In addition to’ the foreign exhibit 
plans are under way to have on hand 
models of the new Pershing boot or 
trench shoe, as well as the sole and 
upper leather with whith the boot is 
to be made. 

Another feature of the exhibits will 
be some very elaborate charts which 
are being pfepared by the Tanners’ 
Council, showing leather prices for sev- 
eral years back and up to the present 
time, as well as other charts of interest 
to the trade. 


BOSTON.—James H. W. Whitcomb, 
of J. H. Winchell & Co., Haverhill, 
was elected a director of the New Eng- 
land Shoe and Leather Association to 
fill a vacancy, at a special meeting held 
in Boston May 8. 
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